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3RD SUNDAY OF LENT- YEARC
22" & 23" March 2025

MACKENZIE CATHOLIC PARISH

READINGS AT MASS
Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15. The burning bush and the giving of
God’s mysterious name to Moses.
1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12. Just because you have been baptised,
this doesn’t mean you can relax your vigilance.
Luke 13:1-9. Unless you repent you will all perish as they
did.

Jesus Invites,
“Even the Smallest Shift Toward God Brings YOU Eternal Rewards”

Repentance is like stopping a car crash, unless you change direction, a fatal
accident may lie ahead. Sometimes, the warning signs are obvious, yet we
ignore them. Repentance does not mean condemnation; rather, it means
reorienting our lives, priorities, and focus toward God. In marine and air
navigation, even a slight shift in the compass can significantly alter the final
destination of a ship or aircraft. Similarly, God’s call to repentance is a message
of love, care, and protection. He desires that we, as his chosen bearers of
eternity, peace, holiness, and justice, align ourselves with his will.

In our own lives, repentance means centering our hearts, minds, and bodies on
God. This interior shift frees us from self-centeredness, self-righteousness, and
the endless pursuit of self-image shaped by worldly expectations. True
repentance liberates us from the fear of how others perceive us and redirects our
energy toward serving others. It helps us recognize the needs of those around us
and act with love, kindness, and generosity—unleashing the hidden potential
God has placed within us.

Jesus insists, “Unless you repent, you will all perish as they did” (Luke 13:3).
He calls us to live by God’s teachings rather than adapting the ways of the
pagans, who do not know Him. As disciples, we are called to be the salt of the
earth and the light of the world, helping others draw near to God rather than
being conformed to the ways of the world. A life of repentance is a life of
awareness of God’s presence, protection, and care. It is a way of living with and
for others, just as Jesus did.

Ultimately, salvation is God’s initiative. It was not Moses, but God Himself who
sought to rescue His people: “I have seen the miserable state of my people in
Egypt. | have heard their appeal to be free of their slave-drivers. Yes, | am well
aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver them out of the hands of the
Egyptians and bring them up out of that land to a land rich and broad, a land
where milk and honey flow” (Exodus 3:7-8). Similarly, Jesus grants us time to
repent. As He describes in the parable of the fig tree: “Leave it one more year
and give me time to dig around it and manure it; it may bear fruit next year. If
not, then you can cut it down” (Luke 13:8-9). when he speaks of "this year," He
refers to our earthly life, and "next year" symbolizes eternal life, where we are
called to bear fruit. Bernard Lonergan once said, “Be attentive, be intelligent, be
reasonable, and be responsible.” Let us turn our gaze toward God now so that, in
the end, we may find ourselves in no place and with no one else but Him—who
stands with open arms, ready to receive us into eternity.

Fr. Tien Cao
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PARISH MASS TIMES

FAIRLIE - ST. PATRICK’S
Sunday 9:30 am

Tue — Fri

Adoration: 8:00 — 9:00 am
Mass: 9:15am
Reconciliation every day
during adoration

TWIZEL - All Saints’
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm

TEKAPO - Good Shepherd
Church

Last Sunday of the Month
Mass 30" March at 6:00 pm

Parish Council
Tony Hill
027 331 7861

Parish Finance
Leonie Guiney
027 2933 228

Twizel Church Charitable
Trust
Gerry Dauvin - 027 482 8284

St. Joseph’s School

Kelly and Bridget

M. 027 685 8659

E.principal @stjofairlie.school.nz
W.
https://www.stjofairlie.school.nz/
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PARISH AND DIOCESAN NEWS AND NOTICES

1. Alpha: Alpha starts for 11 weeks (April — June 2025). You will have the chance to catch up with friends
and make new ones. Bring along family members who don’t attend Mass anymore or maybe workmates and
friends who have shown an interest in your faith. Any questions? Please phone Fr. Tien Cao. Alpha is a series of
sessions exploring the basics of the Christian faith. We start with a meal, followed by a short video and
discussion in small groups. It’s relaxed and informal, and everyone is welcome. No charge, no pressure!

- In Twizel: Start on Tuesday 1% April, from 5:00pm — 6.30 pm at Bronwen and Gerry Dauvin’s House

- In Fairlie: Start on Wed 2" April from 6.00 — 7.30 pm, location to be confirmed
2. Update Plan Giving: Thank you for your generosity in supporting our parish mission. As we approach
the end of the financial year, we encourage you to review and update your Planned Giving to ensure your
contributions are up to date. If you are able, please consider giving a little more to help us continue our ministry
and outreach, as we have been running at a deficit. We also encourage you to set up an online automatic payment
for convenience and consistency. Your generosity truly makes a difference!
3. Generosity Begets Generosity: Following the combined meeting of the Parish Council and Finance
Committee this week, we are pleased to announce that, on behalf of the parish, we are pleased to make a
substantial contribution to the Bishop Cares Appeal for the Priestly Retirement Home. The campaign is still in
need of support. If individuals wish to make additional donations, please feel free to do so.
4. Gratitude for Len Smith’s Generous Bequest: With deep gratitude, we acknowledge a generous
bequest from Len Smith which will greatly benefit our parish community. His kindness and legacy will continue
to bless and support our mission. We offer our heartfelt prayers for Len, entrusting him to the mercy and love of
God. Masses will also be celebrated for the repose of his soul, in thanksgiving for his generosity. May the Lord
reward him abundantly, and may his example inspire us all to be good stewards of the gifts entrusted to us.
5. Message from the Parish Chairperson: Two Lenten Invitations As we journey through Lent, we invite
you to offer more of your time and talents. Our parish ministries always welcome extra hands—could you step in
to serve? Pray and consider how you can contribute. We also encourage you to support those in need by donating
to Food Banks. Next time you shop, pick up an extra item (or more) and bring it to Mass for us to pass on. Thank
you for all you do.
6. Stations of the Cross During Lent:
In Fairlie: St. Patrick’s Church: 6.00 pm — Every Friday
In Twizel: All Saints’ Church: 6.00 pm — Every Wednesday

ON-DEMAND - We understand that not everyone can attend in person. You can now experience the Stations on-
demand at https://www.fdm.org.nz/stations-of-the-cross Visit the website anytime to reflect and pray in a way
that best fits your schedule. In Twizel: (1) Rosalie Ardagh is available to help you download the Hallow App so
you can join the Lenten Daily Reflection. (2) Let’s gather before Mass on Saturdays from 3:30 PM — 4:30 PM to
mix, mingle, and strengthen our relationships by sharing our Lenten experiences.

7. Faith Formation: For you and family, FORMED is an online Catholic media platform filled with over
4,000 programs about the bible, faith and parenting, movies, audio dramas, talks, e-books, and even cartoons for
our children. You can gain access to all of FORMED’s content by following these simple steps:

* (1) Go to https://signup.formed.org/ (2) * Enter your parish name: Mackenzie Parish (3) ¢ Enter your name:...
and your email address: .....

8. Food For Faith for Lent: Fr. John O’Connor offers brief daily encouragements for those seeking greater
maturity in relationship with Jesus Christ. Sign up to receive daily emails at www.foodforfaith.org.nz

ALL SAINTS TWIZEL ROSTER

Date Reader OHP Extra-Ordinary Minister
22" Mar Christ Grant Lenise Kearns Kathleen Carpenter
29" Mar | Sue Atkinson Kathleen Carpenter Bronwen Dauvin

Church set up for March 2025: Carpenters

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH FAIRLIE ROSTER

Date Reader Prayers Ex’Ord Minister | Collector Greeter
239 Mar | Kevin O’Neil Kevin O’Neil Mercedes Abella | Tony Hill Tony Hill
30" Mar | Gary Brosnahan Gary Brosnahan Mary Calder Lisa Holden Lisa Holden

Cleaners: 14 Mar /21 Mar Christine O’Connell / Terry O’Connell
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